editor’'s mixing bowl

Mostfoodloverd knowarealsdravefanaticsandl’m noexceptionus in April, whenwriter
SallyBrysorturnedin astoryonawildcra erof searegetableghosellattheBerkelefFarmers’
Market,| simplycouldnotresisthecallofthewild andl rano to theMendocinaoasforthe
alleged purpose of photographing Moon, the wildcra er, at work.

To makethe drivemoreworthwhile(or to prolongthe experiencéo beperfectlyhonest)
veeredvesthroughMarin CountytowardPointReyese grasseserestilltingedwith green
anddecoratetereandtherewith redcloverallof whichappearet beimmenselgopulamith
the grazing breeds for which western Marin County is known.

Asl gazedutonthelushnessfthesdog-mistedrasslandshoughtabouthowimportant
the preservationf agriculturdnasbecomeo retentionof the greerspacethat makevarious
sectionsf our CalifornidlandscapsoagreeablPerhapthegreatestuccesgoryof California
“ag-landpreservatioisin Marin County,whereafull 40 percenbfthelandisstill devotedo
agriculturdNeedles® sayagri-tourisnin thatregioristhriving—allyouneedo doisdriveor
hikethroughthe PointReyeslationalSeashoreshereyouarelikelyto betraversingneof 19
cattleor dairyranchethatpredatéhenationaparkandhaveemainedperatingheresincehe
park was established in 1962.

In lookingaroundhe EasBaywemaynotreadilyse@ananyenticement®r touringtheag
riculturallandscapéeutin fact,theyaboundin somecase#sjustamatterof strollingthrough
oneof ourmanyurbancommunitygardengsegage?3). But moreimportantlywemightget
betteracquaintedith theeasteriportionsof ourEasBaycountiesBoth AlamedandContra
Costacountiesareturninginto strongwine-growingegionswherethe vinesincreasinglgre
mingledwith oliveandpistachiamrchardsin someemotetracts cattleranchings still going
strong.e BrentwoodireafeasterontraCostaCountyisagreaplacdo gopickyourown

fruit andvisittheroadsidstandg.Youcandownloacgmapfor theu-picksatwww.harvest4you.

com.)

| sayall this with someembarrassmetitat we did not manageo includean eastcounty
agriculturdeaturen thisissuebut thereareplentysuchtopicson our Eventdist, with Liver
more’s Tasteof Terroir,”andalsanformationaboutthe JuniorLivestoclAuctionatthe Alam
edaCounty Fair—bothareopportunitiego learnaboutandsupporteast-countggriculture.
Whileyou'rehereonpageél4,pleaspayspeciahoteto theBrentwooddgriculturaLandTrust
(BALT) Fundraisingpinner. at eventis of particulaimportancehis yearsincethe Brent
woodCity Councilhagustvotedto cuto BALT’'sadministrativeundingeverthoughaccord
ingto BALT, “thecityhascollecte@ver$10millionin agriculturammitigationfundsto preserve

agricultural land and provide administrative funding for an independent land trust.” Go gure.

Soasyoumakeyourwaythroughthisissuendthroughyoursummetravelsgontforgetto
enjoythe bestfoodsthe sea
sonhasto o er andto sup
port thosewho produceour
food locally,

Cheers,
Cheryl Koehler
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